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Principles of Architecture
Design Problem: Composition
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Composition: Arrangement of artistic parts so as to form a unified whole.  
Aesthetics: An artistically beautiful or pleasing appearance.  
The architect’s job is to create an aesthetically pleasing structure for the client.  This begins with a well composed organization and layout of the building.  Before you begin designing buildings in class you are going to do several different compositional studies that will help to develop your ability to create a coherent and pleasing design. 

The first design project is a two dimensional composition of black shapes on a white field.  You will be provided with black construction paper and a 10”x10” piece of white board.  The objective of this project is for you to use a combination of black rectangles, triangles and circles to create an aesthetically pleasing composition on the white board.  
Your objective is to design an aesthetically pleasing, layered composition that is difficult to determine if the design is black shapes on a white field or vice versa.  You may use just one type of shape or any combination of the three shapes.  The choice is up to you.  The shapes can be any size but must be black.  The final product must measure 10”x10”.  
Presentation requirements:  Your presentation must include a well constructed final model of your composition.  You may also include additional sketches that help show your design intent. You will be graded according to the following rubric 

Neatly constructed final composition board


30 points


Clear and articulate presentation of design intent

20 points


Aesthetically pleasing final composition


50 points         .









100 points total

Composition Project Timeline:

· Week 1: September 3: (20 points)
· Create three schematic designs for the project.  They can be half scale or even smaller.  They should be accurately drawn and colored in so they are black and white.

· Week 2: September 10: (20 points)
· Option A: If your designs are on the right track, choose your best design and create three additional revisions of it.  Choose your favorite of the three revisions and create a negative drawing of it.

· Option B: If you still have not found a design you are happy with, create three new schematic designs.  Choose your favorite of the three new designs and create a negative drawing of it.
· Week 3: September 17:
· Continue to revise your design as required, until it is read for final construction.  Build your final model of your composition.  This model is due at the start of class on September 17.
Reminder: Each week you are also responsible for your sketchbook assignment.










Composition design problem

