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Principles of Architecture 
Design Problem - Parallel Planes 
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Plane: Conceptually, an architectural feature that has length and width, but no depth.
Hierarchy: A group of persons or things ranked in order of importance.
A role of the architect is to define space.  That space is typically, but not always, defined by planes.  It is defined by the floor plane, the wall planes, and the ceiling/roof planes.  The manipulation and utilization of each plane plays a significant role in expressing the architect’s design intent and shaping the building user’s experience.
In this next design project you are going to design spaces using only parallel planes to define them.  Through your design organization, layout, and grouping of numerous individual parallel planes into a cohesive whole, you are to create a series of hierarchical spaces.  

Design requirements:  Your design is to be done on a 10”x15” base platform.  The design should include one(1) primary space, two(2) secondary spaces, and three(3) tertiary spaces.  The hierarchy of the spaces should be made clear by the design.  There is no limit to the number of planes you may use in your design but each plane can only be one unit thick, with a unit being the thickness of the material used to create the planes.  The planes may not be taller than 4”, and they may not extend beyond the boundaries of the base platform.  All the planes must be parallel with each other and must be vertical in orientation.  The final model must be monochromatic (one color).  The overall composition and organization of the spaces must be aesthetically pleasing.
Presentation requirements:  Your presentation must include a well constructed final model of your composition.  You may also include additional sketches that help show your design intent. You will be graded according to the following rubric 
· Neatly constructed final model



30 points

· Clear and articulate presentation of design intent

20 points

· Aesthetically pleasing final design that meets 

the design requirements




50 points         .









100 points total
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