University High School of Science & Engineering

Conceptual Physics

Course/Instructor Information

Instructor:  Mr. Aaron Brown

Email:  browa002@hartfordschools.org
Room:  321




Office Phone: 860-695-9093
Class website: uhssephysics.weebly.com
Home Phone: 860-875-4149 (student use only)
Availability:  I will be available after school every Wednesday for extra help.  I strongly encourage all students to see me if there are concerns or would like to talk about anything including letting me know difficulties with schoolwork for reasons other than class material.

Textbook:  Wysessioni, M. et al. (2012). Physical Science – Concepts in Action, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

Course Description:  Students in Conceptual Physics will investigate scientific procedures, physics topics, and earth science topics such as:
1. Scientific Inquiry and Lab Safety

2. Atomic Model and Particle Physics

3. The Periodic Table of Elements and Chemical Bonding

4. Chemical Equations and Reactions 

5. Carbon Chemistry and Polymers

6. Kinetic Theory of Matter and Heat Transfer

7. Energy Types and Conversions

8. Electricity and Magnetism

9. Energy Sources - Advantages and Disadvantages
10. Carbon and the Environment

11. Global Climate

12. Earth’s Resources

13. Earth Interactions and Cycles

14. Planetary Motion and the Universe
Student Expectations

Materials:  Textbooks will be distributed in the first 2 weeks of school.  These books should remain at home throughout the school year and be returned at the end of the school year.  A classroom set of books is provided for use during class.  Students will be expected to bring the following materials to each class:
· Single subject notebook or binder

· Pen & pencil

· Calculator
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Skills:  Skills needed to be successful not only in this course but throughout each student’s high school experience will be integrated into class throughout the school year. 

· Scientific Vocabulary

· Scientific Investigation

· Graphing and Data Analysis

· Content Knowledge

· Reading for Information

· Textbook Outlining

· Organization

· Studying Strategies

· Writing a Persuasive Essay

· Teamwork 

· Academic Responsibility

· Classroom Behavior

Students are expected to seek out the instructor immediately if struggling in class and ask questions as they arise.  Like language and mathematics, the content in this course builds on itself as the course progresses.  Thus, success in this course depends on regular attendance as well as consistent study and practice in class and at home.

Classroom Rules:
Be Prompt - Arrive to class on time and be in your seat and quiet when class begins.

Be Prepared - A notebook, calculator, writing utensil, and any assignment that is due are required for each class.

Be Polite - Respect your classmates, your teacher, the classroom and yourself.

Be Productive – Use class time effectively.  Always make a positive contribution to the class by participating in class discussions, activities, and classwork.
Lab Safety

1. The “Lab Safety Contract” must be read, comprehended, and signed before a student can participate in a lab.

2. A score of 70% or better must be attained on the “Lab Safety Quiz” before a student can participate in a lab.

3. Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.  A student may lose credit for a lab if safety policies are ignored.
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Grading Policy
Grades are based on a variety of assessment tools.  The points earned for each assignment may vary depending on the extensiveness of the assignment.  Typical point values points for each type of assignment is listed below:

	Tests
	100 pts.

	Quizzes
	30 pts.

	Lab reports/Essay
	50 pts.

	Projects
	100 pts.

	Homework
	10 pts.

	Class Participation*
	10 pts.


*The participation grade is not used in calculating the student’s course grade.  It is solely used as a way to record student engagement in class.  Some potential ways to lose points for participation are being on a cell phone, attempting to sleep in class, or excessive talking or disruptive behavior.
Tests & Quizzes:  Tests will be announced in advance of the due date, but quizzes may or may not be.  Make-up tests, labs and quizzes should be arranged with the instructor and should be scheduled within 1 week of original date.  Because tests are announced well in advance, missing the class before a test is not a valid reason to be excused from taking the test!
Lab reports:  Students will be required to keep accurate records of procedures, data, observations, etc.  Grades for labs turned in late will be reduced 10% for each school calendar day late.
Homework:  Homework is a required component of the course.  Much of the work we do in class may be difficult and new to the students.  It requires practice to master the concepts.  Homework provides this practice and allows the course to move forward at a steady pace.  All assigned homework is due at the beginning of the period the day the assignment is due.  Homework reviewed at the start of class cannot be made up for credit.  Collected homework may be turned in before the next class meets for half credit.
**Note:  If there are legitimate reasons in accordance with school policies for missing class work or homework the work may be turned in late without penalty.  All students are expected to find out what work was missed and seek out the instructor as soon as possible on the day of your return to school to determine due dates for this work.

Retake Policy: Students are allowed to retake certain assignments that meet specific criteria.  The assignments that students are allowed to retake are any assignments that were initiated, completed, and turned in during the same class period.  Students must meet with Mr Brown for a conference prior to retaking any assignments. The retake must be completed within three school days, and it is the student’s responsibility to schedule both the conference and the retake.  The score for the assignment will be the greater of the two scores.  Only one retake is allowed per assignment.
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Classroom Technology Policy:

* No charging of devices in classroom 

* No cell phones or headphones in view without permission 

* No taking pictures (including slides / class notes) or recording audio or video without permission 

* Phones will be secured before assessments  

Consequences:

1. Verbal warning 

2. Phone will be secured, and student will receive detention and a phone call home 

3. Multiple offenses or refusal to secure phone will result in a referral to administration and a phone call home
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Mr. Aaron Brown
_________________________


___________________________

Student’s name (printed)





Date


I have read, reviewed with my student, and understand the grading policy, classroom rules, and course syllabus.  I understand that if there are any questions about an assignment, laboratory report, or project, I may call and expect a prompt response from Mr. Brown.  Please print clearly.
____________________________

Student’s Signature 

____________________________


_____________________________


Parent/Guardian #1 Print



#1 Home Phone 

____________________________


_____________________________

Parent/Guardian #1 Signature


#1 Cell Phone








_____________________________








#1 Work Phone








__________________________________








#1 Email

____________________________


_____________________________


Parent/Guardian #2 Print



#2 Home Phone 

____________________________


_____________________________

Parent/Guardian #2 Signature


#2 Cell Phone








_____________________________








#2 Work Phone








__________________________________








#2 Email

